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Intimidated by the idea of fundraising? Don’t be! Here are 12 surefire ways to 

raise funds online. 

#1 Create a Mobile Donation Website

Would it surprise you to know that not every organization has a website where 

people can make a donation? Online platforms like BetterWorld make it easy 

to create a donation page in under 5 minutes. Effortlessly share your donation 

page with potential donors. Mobile donation pages also integrate seamlessly 

with social media apps for easy sharing.

#2 Prompt for Recurring Donations 

Being able to rely on a steady stream of income helps when it comes to 

balancing your organization’s budget. It’s what makes recurring donations a 

great way to get some money in the door, especially when your group is in-

between fundraising campaigns. Make it super easy for your supporters to set 

up a monthly recurring donation to your organization.



#3 Set Up an Online Auction

Speaking of auctions, they don’t have to be in-person! Online auctions can be 

just as engaging and entertaining for your audience. They are also much 

cheaper to host (no venue or food costs!) and they reach more people than just 

those in your immediate area. There are lots of great ways to theme an online 

auction as well. What about a ‘service’ auction, where donors offer lessons, 

yardwork, pet sitting, and more to others in your community? 

#4 Send Out Donation Letters

Sometimes people don’t check their email. Sending out physical donation letters 

is another great way to get people’s attention. Include a QR code that will take 

potential donors right to your website to process their donation online to 

increase your chances of a successful campaign.



#6 Create a Fundraising A-Thon

A great twist on a Peer-to-Peer campaign is going for an A-thon. This style 

style of fundraising campaign allows donors to pledge based off actions 

taken by the fundraiser. For example, a donor could pledge to donate $5 for 

every mile a participant runs, every book read, every touchdown scored – 

you name it!

#5 Launch a Peer-to-Peer Campaign

People love to support people they know. Peer-to-Peer campaigns allow your 

donors to create their own personal fundraising pages that they can send to 

their friends and network. This increases the personal connection and boosts 

the likelihood of making a gift. Additionally, it can also increase 

accountability for your volunteers and broader team, so that everyone takes 

ownership of their own part of your fundraising goal.



#7 Host a Raffle or Giveaway

Online giveaways and raffles can be a great way to raise funds. Simply 

select a prize (or multiple prizes), select a suggested donation amount, and 

spread the word. Platforms like BetterWorld make this easy, with built-in 

social sharing and automated winner selection, so all you have to do is click 

a button. If you can find a large prize, great! If not, some of our most 

successful campaigns are run with smaller prizes – a cooler, a gift-card, a 

grill – but instead of one big campaign, organizations run these weekly, and 

keep the fundraising ongoing.

#8 Engage in Matching Gift Programs

Most major corporations offer a matching gift program where they will make 

a matching donation to a charity if their employee does. Find out if your 

organization can get on the list of eligible nonprofits.



#10 Ask Businesses for Sponsorships

Businesses, especially small local businesses, love to support local charities 

and nonprofits that are in alignment with their values. Often, all you have to 

do is ask if they can help you raise funds! And remember, sponsorships don’t 

always have to be monetary donations directly from the business. You can 

ask for in-kind donations, volunteer hours from employees, or enabling 

employee payroll donations.

#9 Host a Gala

People love to get dressed up — especially for a great cause! Organize a 

gourmet sit-down dinner, hire a band or DJ, and get ready to have a great 

night! You can also add an auction or other games to make the evening more 

fun to help raise more money for your organization. We’d recommend using 

an all-in-one platform like BetterWorld to simplify things like ticket sales, 

bidding, donations, and so on – so there are no long check-in or check-out 

lines.



#12 Consider a Zoom or In-Person Paddle Raise

A Paddle Raise is one of the most engaging forms of raising funds – and 

takes minutes to set up. Set a goal, offer various levels where donors can 

participate, share the link to the campaign, let donors pledge their support, 

and watch the thermometer update in real-time! This can be exciting in a 

room as the culmination of a great evening, or it can work exceptionally well 

by Zoom, where donors from anywhere in the world can participate.

#11 Establish a Signature Fundraiser

Think about how successful Girl Scouts cookie sales are. That’s because the 

Girl Scouts have created a brand out of this fundraiser. Everyone knows 

what Girl Scout cookies are and when it’s cookie season. Find a signature 

way to raise funds people will look forward to participating in every year. 

What’s a fun and unique fundraiser your community could look forward to 

each year? All ideas are good – and sometimes the sillier the better!
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Final piece of advice?

Let us help!

At BetterWorld, our mission is to make your life easier and make it simpler to 

raise funds online. We’re here to serve and support you with whatever you 

need! Free fundraising tools where you can keep 100% of what you raise, 

thoughtful advice and tips on successful fundraisers, dedicated live support 

by real humans – we’re here to help!

Join 95,000 other organizations and nonprofits – sign up for free or book 

a one-on-one demo at betterworld.org today!


